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It’s been a month now since the latest school massacre. More parents are starting to tell the 

stories of their loss, and of the planet’s loss, of the gifts and talents and love and life that was 

snuffed out by another tortured and isolated person who got access to an assault rifle. We say 

their pain is unimaginable, and they tell us we NEED to imagine their pain. In churches, 

theaters, schools, music concerts, nightclubs, the streets of the United States every single day, 

an average of 96 people die from gun violence, 7 of them children. Every single day . 

 

As a Christian, I feel called to be God’s light in the world. To “walk in love, as Christ loved us, an 

offering and a sacrifice to God.” Stepping into the gap, trusting that God’s light sustains me. 

Sometimes that walk is alongside others, bearing witness to their pain, and sometimes it’s 

walking FOR others, for my children and yours and those we’ve already lost, as I will at the 

March for Our Lives event in DC next Saturday. There is a march here in Charlotte too. I’m 

feeling the need to be in communion with a larger mass of people, and grateful to be attending a 

prayer vigil at the National Cathedral the night before we communicate to our representatives 

that our lives matter, and that we are holding them accountable for enacting common sense 

laws that protect us.  

 

This Wednesday night, as team leader for the Social Justice Committee, I’ll be moderating a 

panel after a film entitled “Shell Shocked: A New Orleans Documentary about Youth and Gun 

Violence.” We’ll have a discussion with former City Council member and community leader Billy 

Maddalon, who has written publicly about the mental health and legal challenges his foster son 

has faced and the inadequacy of local resources. We will also be joined by former state Senator 

and Charlotte City Council member Malcolm Graham, who lost his sister Cynthia in the 

Charleston church shooting. We invite all of you to join us at 6pm here in the sanctuary.  

 

There is an illusion that our one small voice doesn’t matter. It does. When our voices join a 

chorus our concerns are amplified, our passions are strengthened, our prayers and demands 

are heard. The pillars that the St. Peter’s Social Justice Committee focuses on are racial 

reconciliation, community justice, immigrant and refugee support, and assuring democracy. MY 

passions are around children and gun violence. Let us know where YOU feel called, and come 

have your courage and heart fed in communion with us.  


