
St. Peter’s Episcopal Church
Guide for observing Holy Week and celebrating Easter with Young Children

It is important to note that Easter has not been canceled.  We may all mark these holiest of days 
in our homes, the domestic church,  with our families. Holy Week and Easter liturgies will be live 
streamed on the St. Peter’s Facebook page.  Families are invited to follow along with the liturgies and 
prayers either in the Book of Common Prayer or with the liturgy resources located on the church 
website. * The children have been preparing for the feast of Easter throughout their time in the 
atrium.  Despite this hiatus, the children have come to know and love Jesus the Good Shepherd, as 
the heart of the Paschal Mystery.  Even with children young as three, we light the candles on the 
model altar and proclaim, “Christ has died.  Christ is risen.”  Children are encouraged to make a home 
prayer table as shown in the mediations shared in the Parent’s Connect closed FB group. Parents who 
wish to join the closed group may request by searching St. Peter’s Parents Connect.

*More complete resources are available and appropriate.  They can be found on the St. Peter’s website under 
the tab, Holy Week at Home.  QR codes are provided here as well. 

SUNDAY OF THE 
PASSION: PALM SUNDAY 

• Pick green branches with leaves out of 
your yard; trace your hand on a piece of 
paper and color it green, make several and 
tape them together to make branches. 
Decorate your front door or prayer table. 

• Make a “Hosanna!” prayer card.  Either 
place it on your prayer table or your 
dining room table. 

• Ms. Chris will offer a prayer table 
reflection to be accessed on FB (Parents 
Connect).

Pray the Collect for the Sunday of the Passion, 
BCP p. 219
 

The Paschal Triduum is the period of three 
days that begins with the liturgy on the 
evening of Maundy Thursday, reaches its 
high point in the Easter Vigil, and closes with 
evening prayer on Easter Sunday.

MAUNDY THURSDAY

• Make your favorite family meal
• Find or draw pictures of your family and 

friends
• Surround the dinner table with the 

pictures

Pray the Collect for Maundy Thursday, BCP p. 221

GOOD FRIDAY

• In your house or outside find as many 
“crosses” as you can and take pictures 
of them; draw a cross and decorate it 
different ways or make crosses out of 
things you find outside or around the 
house.  Place them on your prayer table 
or your dining room table. 

• Make Hot Cross Buns https://www.
kingarthurflour.com/recipes/easy-hot-
cross-buns-recipe

Pray the Collect for Good Friday, BCP p. 221



PALM 
SUNDAY 

MAUNDY 
THURSDAY 

GOOD
FRIDAY 

EASTER
VIGIL

HOLY SATURDAY

• This is the day of waiting and preparation. 
• Early in the day, clean and tidy the rooms 

of the house.  
• Go outside and collect flowers and 

blooming shrubs and arrange. If no flowers 
are available draw and color beautiful 
arrangements or make tissue flowers.  

• Make a prayer card that says “Alleluia” 
but don’t put it out yet. 

• Make homemade bread or a special desert 
to be shared on Sunday. 

• Dye Easter eggs.

Pray the Collect for Holy Saturday, BCP p. 222

SATURDAY NIGHT: 
EASTER VIGIL 
 
• As it gets dark, arrange your prayer 

table with a white cloth, flowers and the 
“Alleluia” prayer card. This can be done at 
the dining room or other table as well.

• Turn out the lights and light a candle. 
• Pray the Exsultet.  BCP p.286 (first three 

verses)
• Sing “Alleluia”

Proclaim: Alleluia. Christ is Risen! The Lord is 
risen indeed,  Alleluia.

EASTER DAY

• Decorate the table with flowers and 
colorful Easter eggs. 

• Light candles and proclaim, “Alleluia.”
• Serve a special meal, including the bread 

or dessert prepared before.
• Have an Easter egg hunt in your home or 

yard.
• Mr. James will be offering an Easter 

reflection at his home prayer table to be 
found on the Parent’s Connect FB page.

Pray one of the collects for Easter Day.  BCP p.222

THE SEASON OF EASTER
Remembering that the Season of Easter lasts 
fifty days, the celebration continues. Collects 
appointed for the subsequent days of Easter 
can be found in the BCP pp. 222-226.  These 
prayers may be incorporated into the daily life 
of the family.

PENTECOST
Hopefully, we will celebrate Pentecost, the 
Feast of the Holy spirit together!

Scan these QR Codes with your smartphone camera to access PDFs
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