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Overview

Types of Voter Suppression
1. Gerrymandering
2. Photo ID
3. Complicating voter 

registration
4. Further restrictions on Mail 

Ballots
5. Access to polling sites to vote
6. Ignoring special needs voters 

who are clients in numerous 
social welfare agencies.

Specific ways to get involved
1. Remaining informed
2. Contacting your state 

representative and senator
3. Being a poll protector
4. Monitoring your county BOE
5. Educating others about 

what you know.
6. Participating in protests
7. Work with voter advocacy 

groups
8. Financially support non-profit 

voter advocacy groups.



Gerrymandering

´ This is a very problematic type of voter suppression involving setting up unfair 
legislative boundaries in each State giving one political party an advantage over the 
other party.

´ The more legislative districts a party has, the more legislators they will have.

´ Two unfair techniques occur: stacking and cracking (open link below).
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YcUDBgYodIE

´ For example, until recently the Democrats had only 3 U.S. Congressmen and the 
Republicans had 10 in NC while the state was roughly made up of half Republicans and 
half Democrats. 

Volunteer possibilities:  join Democracy NC Charlotte Regional Group to 
prepare for an advocacy role. Monthly meetings 1st Thursdays, 6-7:30 PM

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YcUDBgYodIE


Photo ID Requirement to Vote
´ Why not require a photo ID? It may seem logical on the surface.

´ Or does it? Numerous voters do not have an “approved” photo ID.

´ “Acceptable” groups with photo IDs are usually available to some voters and denied 
to others:

e.g., Drivers’ licenses are only available to those who drive.
e.g., College student photo IDs are currently not acceptable and exclude students.

e.g., Other IDs are not accepted such as a SNAP or food stamps ID

´ The public voted for a photo ID, but this was tabled for 2020 partially because of 
COVID and partially because of other important objections.

´ Any new legislation requiring a photo ID that is fair should 1) have at least one 
“acceptable” group that every voter can join to obtain an “approved” photo ID, and 
2) removal of any unreasonable burden placed on someone to obtain an ID.

´ There is NOT a wide-spread voter fraud problem, which is often the excuse that is 
given for requiring a photo ID. This raises another question about why a photo ID is 
even needed.

Volunteer possibilities:  
Join the Charlotte Regional Group of Democracy NC or help the League of Women Voters.



Complicating Voter Registration
´ Why is voter registration not available automatically to all voting-age U.S. citizens?

´ Accessing voter registration can be challenging and overwhelming:

e.g., for people without a computer.

e.g., for people without transportation to a registration site.

e.g., Challenges are also evident in using a DMV office.

´ Some people may have other problems

Not being aware of the need to register. 

Strict deadlines exist for registering in time to vote.

Being purged from the rolls for not voting in a few previous years

Volunteer possibilities:  Assist groups like the League of Women Voters in 
helping people register to vote.



Restrictions on Using Mail Ballots

´ Obtaining mail ballots can be restricted to specific groups, e.g., the military   
stationed outside the U.S.

´ Deadlines exist for requesting mail ballots before an election.

´ Ballots postmarked by Election Day but not received by the BOE until after 
Election Day (because of delays in the postal service) could be thrown out.

´ There are several challenges to correctly filling out and returning a mail 
ballot (e.g., witness information, proper “X”, signature consistent with prior 
signatures).

Volunteer possibilities: Assist groups like the League of Women Voters in 
teaching people how to fill out a mail ballot and avoiding typical 
mistakes.



Polling Sites Easily Accessible to All to Vote

´ Are there enough polling sites available for each county?

´ Are locations of polling sites well distributed throughout the county?

´ Do the times that polls are open fit the personal schedules of all groups of voters 
including those who work during the day and those only available on Sundays?

´ Are there enough Early Voting days provided? (At least two weeks)
´ Is it easy to access the polls to vote by people with disabilities and other special 

needs?

´ Is the environment welcoming for everyone to vote at every poll site?
´ Are satisfactory solutions provided at the BOE to everyone if their ballot is denied?

´ There should be No harassment or intimidation communicated toward any voters.
Volunteer possibilities: Assist Democracy NC by becoming a poll protector or a 
person designated to be a monitor for your county BOE.


